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Welcome to the 2014 – 2015 Concert Season 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 20th Anniversary season! Once again, 

we are offering fabulous shows at amazingly reasonable prices.   This year’s roster  

represents a wide variety of entertainment and FLCCA is honored to bring these  

remarkable artists to you. 

 
To host the concerts and provide a diverse outreach program, the FLCCA Board and 

volunteers dedicate many hours of work and much passion. We invite our subscribers, 

ticket purchasers and sponsors to help us spread the joy of music. Join our board or be-

come a FLCCA volunteer. 

 
Please patronize our sponsors who have placed ads in our programs, newsletters and 

on our website. We are grateful for their support and the support of our donors. If your 

name isn't on our donor list, please consider putting it there.  Any amount is  
appreciated. Your donation flows directly to the community: to you, to the elderly and 

to students.  

 

And now, it’s time for another fantastic season.  Enjoy the concerts. 

 

     

 

Craig R. Burnett, President 

Folsom Lake Community Concert Association 

FLCCA-Craig@comcast.net  

Craig 

mailto:FLCCA-Craig@comcast.net
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Welcome 
 

We are proud to present our 20th Anniversary Season!!  

We promise you won’t be disappointed in the outstanding 

group of performers we’ve gathered for this season’s  

concerts.  Your season tickets will go out early in August; if 

you haven’t received them by the 20th, contact the ticket  

office at 916-608-6888.  The concerts are as follows: 

 

 

 

September 14th, 2 pm Fernando Varela 

      Talented singer of opera and pop 

 

October 5, 2 pm   Jeri Sager 

      Broadway by Jeri 

 

January 11, 2 pm   William Florian 

      Folk  “Those were the days” 

 

February 15, 2 pm  Tom Rigney and Flambeau 

(Note:  Artist change) Cajun and Zydeco  

 

April 26, 2 pm   Steve Lippia-Simply Sinatra 

      Sinatra’s greatest hits with a  

      10 piece swing band 
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Fernando Varela grew up in San Juan, Puerto Rico.   He loved as a child to 

imitate Michael Jackson which helped him to develop a strong tenor 

voice.  At age eight, Fernando and his parents moved to Central Florida.  

While he loved to sing, he had no thoughts of becoming a singer and re-

ceived no professional training as a youth.  David Foster, one of Michael 

Jackson’s producers, discovered Fernando on YouTube.  

During the next five years, his career as a professional 

singer took off.   

 
Fernando has performed throughout the country in hun-

dreds of operas and concerts.  In later years, he has be-

come a global performer in more than 31 countries.  His 

great charisma and talent will take him far along with his 

amazing repertoire ranging from pop to classical.  

FLCCA concert-goers are in for a real treat 

Fernando Varela 

September 14, 2 pm 

Jeri Sager 

October 5, 2 pm 

Jeri Sager was only 12 years old when her beautiful voice was first  
displayed in her local church.  She eventually reached New York City 

where she made her debut in Fiddler on the Roof.  She went on to  
portray Fantine in Les Miserables and Eva Peron in 

Evita. 

 
During her career, she has worked with many theater 

notables including Jerome Robbins, award-winning  
director and choreographer.  She has also appeared 

with celebrated artists such as Bob Hope and also 

performed for dignitaries including President George 

W.  Bush.   

 
Her golden voice and wonderful stage presence make her a favorite of 

audiences everywhere from the US to England to Japan.  In October she 

finds her way to Folsom and FLCCA audiences for a wonderful evening 

with Jeri. 
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  2014 Scholarship Winners 
   
 

FLCCA Awards Three $1,000 Theater Arts Scholarships to Local  

Students 
 

Friday, August 8th the Folsom Lake Community Concert Association (FLCCA) 

will hold a reception at Hampton Inn & Suites in Folsom to honor FLCCA’s  three 

Theater Arts Scholarship recipients. Representatives from the student’s schools, 

Folsom City Council, El Dorado Union High School and Folsom Cordova Unified 

School Board members, teachers, parents and friends will attend.  The FLCCA 

scholarships would not have been possible if not for the generous contributions  
from our sponsors and donors. 
 

FLCCA’s scholarship winners’ applications were submitted and competed 
against community concert associations nationwide for the three scholarships 
from booking agent, Live On Stage, in Nashville, TN. FLCCA is proud of these 
three students’ accomplishments as they received all three of these prestigious 

national scholarships. 
 
FLCCA is a 501c(3) non-profit association. Tax EIN 94-3224032. If you’d like to donate 
or just find out more information, please write to FLCCA, PO Box 1457, Folsom, CA 
95763-1457.  FLCCA provides affordable national and international artists at reasona-
ble prices to Folsom and surrounding communities at Harris Center, Three Stages. For 
more information, visit www.FLCCA.org   

Julia Adams—Oak Ridge High School Graduate -  

Accomplished Actress, Dancer and Vocalist. Major—Theater  
Performance. She also received the Live on Stage $2,000 

“Horace Davenport Memorial Scholarship.”  

Jillian Curry—Oak Ridge High School Graduate - Accom-

plished Actress, Dancer and Vocalist. - Theater Arts Major.   
Jillian also received the Live on Stage $1,000 “Arts in Action” 

scholarship. 

Alexis Andrews—Folsom High School Graduate - Award win-

ning Graphic Artist. Major— Graphic Design and Marketing.  
Alexis also received the Live on Stage $1,000 “Arts in Action” 

scholarship. 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR 

BOARD MEMBERS 

  

FROM STANFORD TO BAGHDAD AND BACK 

 
 Born and raised nearby in Elk Grove, Mary Etta Hamzawi came from a musical 

family.  Following the family tradition, she trained on the piano and, as a second instru-

ment, played a wonderful violin that was inherited from her great grandfather, a black-

smith in the early days of California.   After finishing high school, she entered Stanford 

where she worked on the newspaper and sang in the Stanford Chorus.  It was at  

Stanford that she met the “love of my life,” Hashim Hamzawi, a PhD candidate in Civil  
Engineering.    Upon her graduation in 1959 with a degree in International Relations, 

they were married.  Then ensued a new chapter in Mary Etta’s life   - life in Hashim’s 

home, Baghdad, Iraq. 

 Although in a totally different country and environment, she continued her  
devotion to music. One of the newlyweds’ first purchases was a piano.  They had two  

children who, in accordance with family tradition, learned to 

play the piano. The family continued to live in Baghdad for 32 

years; Mary Etta taught in various capacities and Hashim was a 

professor at the University of Baghdad.   When asked about 

life in such a different culture, Mary Etta replied, “We lived like 

native Iraqis without going ‘native.’”  Hashim’s position at the 

university brought them into contact with folks from all over 

the world:  academically, scientifically and diplomatically.  While 

living there, she became semi-fluent and literate in  

Arabic, a skill she would put to use when returning to the U.S.   

While in Baghdad, Mary Etta co-authored a book entitled 

Baghdad and Beyond to assist foreign residents learn to cope with life there. 

 After the first Gulf War, the family returned to California.  Mary Etta’s Stanford 

education and her language skills helped her get employment with the Elk Grove  
Unified School District.  She advanced to a Program Specialist working with programs 

such as English Language Learners, Gifted and Talented Education, Indian Education, Pre-

school Programs and Title I.  She is now enjoying retired life with nearby friends and 

family, and they are expecting their first great grandchild in November.  She and Hashim 

have no expectations of returning to Baghdad because of the situation today but are 

able to maintain contact with family members living there.  Although arthritis has pre-

vented much piano playing, she continues her devotion to music by volunteering with 

the Folsom Community Concert Association in different capacities, promoting music 

and live performances. She is a valuable addition to FLCCA. 
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FLCCA members are very proud and  

excited about our upcoming 20th  

Anniversary.  Some of our Board members 
have served for most of these 20 years with 

lots of hard work and dedication.  Our news-

letter will have more of the history of 

FLCCA and its most loyal supporters in an 

upcoming edition. 

       

“Music is the universal language of mankind.”  

― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  

Seeking 
Local music artists 

To perform in our 
Outreach program for 

students 

And/or seniors 

Contact Craig Burnett  
At 916-988-3184 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2697.Henry_Wadsworth_Longfellow
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Executive Officers 

Board of Directors  

2014 - 2015 

Craig Burnett 

President 

 

Vacant 

Executive VP 

 

Dianne Burnett 

Sharon Burnett 

VP Subscriptions & Marketing 

Yvonne Gordon 
Lobby Coordinator 

 

Bert Ormsby 
Venue Manager 

 

Dave Burnett 

Lobby Assistant 

Dennis Mackelburg 

Lobby Assistant 

 

Mary Lee Dunn 

Historian  

 

Dick Merz 

Founding Director  

 

Sharon Landstrom 

Artist Hospitality 

 

Sally Raslear 

Sponsorship Assistant 

 
Julia Ormsby 

Newsletter Editor 

Vacant Positions 

 

Artist Hospitality 

Student and Senior  

Outreach 

Scholarship Committee 

Grants & Fund  

Development 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Publicity Coordinator 

Volunteers 
John Raslear 

Webmaster 

 

Luci Giddings,  

Judy Phillips, 

Donna Coughlin 

Artist Hospitality 

Assistants 

Mary Etta Hamzawi 
Treasurer/CFO 

(supported by Steven 

Olds, CPA) 

 

JoAnne Davidson 

Secretary 

 

Sandra Burvant 

 Past President  

Past Presidents 

Richard Merz 

1995-1998 

 

 

Bea Buder 

1998-2002 

 

 

Denny Wiemers 

2002-2005 

 

 

Mary Lee Dunn 

2005-2005 

 

 

Buder & Merz 

2005-2006 

 

 

Sandra Burvant 

2006-2011 

Directors (Cont.) 

Directors  
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Dear Sponsors, 

 
Thank you for your 

support.  B
ecause of 

you, th
e FLCCA can 

offer excellent 

performances at 

incredibly reasonable 

prices. 

Please thank our  sponsors by  patronizing their  
establishments.  Good-

will that comes around, goes around. 
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