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Hello everyone!
For your entertainment pleasure, the Folsom Concert Association proudly gives back to our community with a
holiday video “At Your Home for the Holidays”. This is a professionally produced, 90 minute video featuring
13 artists performing 20 of your favorite holiday songs.
Go to our web page: www.FolsomConcertAssociation.org and click on the link to view the video. The video
will be available for viewing only from 8am on December 4th through midnight December 6th.
Can you believe this crazy year? It’s been eight months of sheltering in place! How life has changed for so
many of us! Hopefully, you and your families are staying healthy during this time of the pandemic, and you are
finding ways to safely interact with others, especially during the upcoming holidays. We don’t want anyone to
feel too isolated. So, again, PLEASE feel free to contact us if you are struggling with loneliness or feelings of
isolation. We are willing to help give you the support you need, whether it is a phone call or a face to face
video chat.
We really miss seeing all your smiling faces and are looking forward to the day we can start offering our
performances again. We have been assured by Dr. Brian King, Chancellor of Los Rios Community College
District and Dr. Whitney Yamamura, President of Folsom Lake College, that the Harris Center WILL be
reopening, although the date remains unclear. Safety is the number one priority. Now that it looks like the
vaccine will be available soon, we are hoping by next fall (2021) venues will begin reopening. In the meantime,
we are moving forward and have started the process of selecting performers for our return season!
Please check our WEBSITE.
http://www.folsomconcertassociation.org
Our FACEBOOK page
https://www.facebook.com/FolsomConcerts/
And INSTAGRAM
https://www.instagram.com/folsomconcertassociation/
Craig Burnett, President
Flcca-craig@comcast.net

Kathy Cunningham, Newsletter Editor
Flcca.kathy@yahoo.com
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The Singing Policeman (and his wife)
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Daniel Rodriguez
Marla Kavanaugh

Daniel Rodriguez, known to many as "the voice that healed a nation" or “the 9/11 Singing Policeman”, has
performed for us twice, in 2010 and 2013, and at both concerts he received standing ovations. Unfortunately,
due to Covid-19, we had to cancel his concert scheduled on April 5, 2020. The FCA interviewed Daniel and
Marla by Zoom video from their home in Sierra Madre, CA in June.
FCA: Daniel, how did you know you wanted to be a singer?
Daniel: My father and grandfather were both tenors, and other family members played musical instruments.
My formal voice training began when I was about 10 years old. My first recital was at Carnegie Hall at age 16.
At 19, I got married, and although singing has been my lifelong passion, it didn't always pay the bills. I worked
at a series of jobs until joining the New York Police Department, NYPD, in 1995 at age 30. After singing at my
own graduation, I was chosen as one of the designated National Anthem singers in the NYPD's ceremonial
division.
FCA: How did 9/11 influence your life?
Daniel: At the time of the September 11 terrorist attack, I was two blocks away from the World Trade Center
when it collapsed. I lived the horrors of 9/11 and made peace with God several times that day. I said goodbye
to my family once or twice, and realized I was meant to stick around and do something positive with my life. I
then spent the next several months working at Ground Zero, interrupted only by requests to sing at official
functions, memorials and media events. I performed the national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner," at
"Prayer for America" on October 23, 2001, at Yankee Stadium. After that I became known as "The Singing
Policeman". I retired from NYPD in May 2004 after suffering from life threatening health issues and surgery as
a result of all the time I spent at Ground Zero, FCA: How did you and Marla meet?
Daniel: I went to the recording studio, EMI Capitol, for an audition and to see if they would sign me to their
label as a tenor. There I met a stunning blonde who was also there for an audition and possibly signing as a
soprano. We chatted for several minutes, but I didn’t get her name. A short while later, EMI Capitol booked
the “blonde” and me to do a series of concerts. We met at a nice restaurant in NYC, sat down to talk and have
dinner. She said her name was Marla and she said she was pleased to meet me again. I was dumbfounded as I
was sure that I would have remembered this beautiful, dark haired woman. She said we had met at EMI
Capitol and she was blonde at the time! We had a good laugh, and after dinner we agreed to go on tour
together. After touring Europe together, I asked her to marry me and we’ve been together ever since.
Basically, I kept her on tour until she agreed to marry me.
FCA: Marla, what is your background?
Marla: I was born in Dunedin, New Zealand and began my stage career at the age of five. I’ve performed
around the world in concert and in opera. Daniel and I have one daughter, who was born in New Zealand in
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2009. She enjoys doing her class work online, which now allows us to take her along when Daniel and I
perform together in concert.
FCA: Recently the FCA contacted our subscribers by telephone, and what was very moving in all their responses
was how much they missed our concerts. What is it that occurs between performing artists, such as yourselves,
and your audience? What is that “special thing” that the audience misses so much?
Daniel: I think that when people go out to the theater, particularly when they have a subscription series, they
connect in so many different levels with the artist. I know that my wife and I, whenever we do a concert, when
we do a show, we know that we’re leaving the venue better than we found it. We connect with our audience
at a very personal level, the music that we sing, the feelings, the magic that Marla and I have together. So, I
think that’s what people are missing now that they can’t be with us at our concerts.
FCA: Your philanthropy, can you talk a little about that?
Daniel: Well, we’ve taken every opportunity afforded to us to do fund-raisers. I think a big part of receiving is
giving. ‘To whom much is given, much is required.’ So, we continue to do whatever we can. Right now, I’m
working with “Police and Firefighter, Fallen Heroes,” here in California. All the things we’ve done in the past, I
don’t keep track, I just keep going. And with Marla at my side, we’ve been able to do many, many, wonderful
things together and we continue to do that.
FCA: If the FCA was to be your first live concert after opening up after the Corona virus lockdown, what would
you want to say on that Harris Center stage, as you both stood in front of our FCA audience?
Daniel: I think that we’d want to take a moment to reflect on all that we had gone through together.
Marla: And I think that we would want to give thanks for the blessing that we had gotten through it. Daniel:
And that we were able once again to share the gift that God gave us with those that are with us, and
remember, with everyone, the blessings that we all have, each and every day, and that we are all here to
enjoy an evening of music. That would say a lot about where we had been, and where we were then at that
first opening-up concert, and even more, where we could be tomorrow.
Marla: We can’t wait to come and sing for you, and we’re really glad that we have all stayed in touch. I think
that maybe this pandemic, amongst other things, has illuminated how much we all need each other, whether
it’s talking to each other, staying in touch with family, or connecting with music.
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Get to Know Our Board Members!
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Mary Lee Dunn
Historian

In her own words….
“It was just six weeks after moving to Folsom in 1997, when I was essentially still unpacking, that I met Maggie
Baldwin, who was on the Folsom Lake Community Concert Association Board of Directors. Maggie immediately
began telling me what a great city Folsom was and asked what my musical preferences were. I laughingly
replied, “Almost anything, from the Beach Boys to Beethoven.” I told her that I had been volunteering as an
usher at the San Francisco Opera House for the past two years as well as having been a subscriber to the San
Jose Ballet and Music Theater for many years. My taste for most art forms had been enhanced by my docent
duties of seventeen years at the San Jose Museum of Art.
“Maggie then began telling me of the Folsom Lake Community Concert Association and invited me to attend a
board meeting. She caught my attention as I had fond memories of the community concerts that I had
attended in other cities. (Does anyone else remember the Vienna Boys Choir?) Maggie was most persistent
with her invitation, telling me how dedicated the group was to bring talented musicians of world renown to
Folsom. She described the city's support and the use of the city’s Community Center. I replied that I would
think about it.
“I would run into Maggie almost every week or so, and she would immediately begin her praise of the
hardworking board. I finally agreed that I would "look in" at a meeting after the holidays. In January 1998, I
finally attended a board meeting. The people that I met that day were all so welcoming and impressive in
what they were doing. It was not about themselves, only what they could do to enhance the lives of others. It
was then that I knew these were the kind of people that I would enjoy working with, and I joined the board at
that point in time.”
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Mary Etta Hamzawi
Big Day of Giving
Mary Etta was the oldest of four children, born and raised on a ranch near Elk
Grove. Mary Etta’s parents were both musical, and during the 1920’s and early
1930’s played in an instrumental group that performed for dances around the
Elk Grove countryside.
They made sure each of the kids studied music and that each of them played
two instruments. Mary Etta played the piano and violin. (The violin was a
Steiner with the date 1732 stamped inside, passed down through the family
from her great grandfather (who initially got it during the 1870’s in trade for
performing blacksmith services to her grandson Jordan, who now has it and
enjoys playing it)
Mary Etta and her husband met at Stanford in 1956, when she was a freshman, and while he was finishing up his PhD.
She says one of his lures was having season tickets to the San Francisco Opera. His collection of classical music LPs
impressed her as well. While majoring in International Relations, she continued to study piano, and sang in the Stanford
Chorus, which during one of her college years performed with the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra in J. S. Bach’s Mass
in B minor. She also worked on the Stanford Daily campus newspaper.
They raised their family in Baghdad 1959-1991, and Mary Etta continued piano study while living there. She played for
their friends and family during social gatherings and Christmas get-togethers. Both of her children learned to play
musical instruments, piano and guitar, and say they remember her introducing them to music from the Peter and the
Wolf record she played for them.
The Gulf War made it too dangerous for them to remain in Baghdad. Little did they realize when they suddenly left in
May 1991, that they would never return to their home in Baghdad. They took up residence with Mary Etta’s mother in
Rancho Murietta until they moved to Diamond Glen in Folsom in 1998. When they moved to Diamond Glen, they
resumed their holiday tradition of a singing gathering on Christmas Eve.
While they were living with her mother, they joined the Sacramento Community Concert Association, taking her mother
to their performances at the Sacramento Community Center. They joined the Folsom Lake
Community Concert Association almost immediately after moving to Folsom, enjoying the performances at the Folsom
Community Center. It was shortly after Mary Etta retired in 2002, that Sandi Burvant, president at the time, encouraged
her to join the board, and she has been with it ever since, progressing from providing refreshments for the performers
to becoming secretary for a number of years, and then serving briefly as treasurer.
Mary Etta’s current responsibilities are centered around “The Big Day of Giving” to help raise funds to be able to provide
more of our community service activities. “Music has always been an important part of my life, and I enjoy helping
others appreciate it too.”

(Posted on Facebook by the California Bluegrass Association, Sacramento)
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Shayne Sutton was one of our amazing outreach performers. An accomplished musician, who thoroughly
enjoyed sharing his talent and his knowledge with children and seniors, he was always well received, and
much appreciated. He will be missed.

Next Newsletter?
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What does our president do?
More Board Member highlights

In the meantime, stay safe, and find new ways to enjoy the holidays!

6

