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************************************************************
Hi everyone,
GREAT news! There is a bright light at the end of the tunnel! We were hoping to have a concert in
August, at the Oak Hills Church, but after careful consideration and reviewing all the responses from
those of you who participated in our survey, we realized it would not be appropriate just yet. Instead,
we will wait to have our first concert at the Harris Center in October. We are excited, and know you
are, too!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
We’re bringing back ABBA FAB!
Sunday, October 17, 2021, at 2:00 p.m.
A stunning tribute to the music of Abba, featuring vocalists Anne and Nick Davies, Chelsea Faulds,
Scotty Pearson and a group of stellar musicians.
This fabulous multimedia production is a tribute to some of the greatest music produced in the 70’s
and 80’s, including “Fernando”, “Waterloo”, “Honey Honey” “Dancing Queen” and countless others.

AND… ANGELA INGERSOL RETURNS!
THE 12 DAMES OF CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 5, 2021, at 2:00 pm
Emmy nominated Angela Ingersol captures the voices of a dozen divas in a yuletide spectacular.
“The actress with the astonishing voice” (The Chicago Sun-Times) delivers a haunting Judy Garland,
a proper Julie Andrews, a rockin’ Janis Joplin, and plenty of surprises! Ingersol won acclaim as Judy
Garland in End of the Rainbow and Get Happy on PBS. Featuring a fantastic band, festive favorites
include “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” “Santa Baby,” and “Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree.” A holiday show you are sure to enjoy!
We also have artists lined up for January, February, and March! We are just waiting for confirmation
of our tentative dates, so watch your emails and your mailboxes because ticketing details will soon be
announced.

************************************************************
FEEDBACK? We’d love to hear from you! PLEASE contact us If you enjoy the newsletter, if there is
something you’d like us to feature, or if you have questions. To those of you we’ve heard from,
THANK YOU!
Craig Burnett
Flcca-craig@comcast.net

Kathy Cunningham
Flcca.kathy@yahoo.com

************************************************************
BIG DAY OF GIVING:
Our big day of giving was a success! Your ongoing support means so much to us. Thanks to all of
you who remembered us and donated on May 6. And a big thank you and hurrah for MaryEtta
Hamzawi who worked so hard to get it set up for you!

************************************************************
DONATIONS APPRECIATED:
During the pandemic, many of you are cleaning closets, garages and storage sheds, and may find
something you no longer use. Does anyone have a guitar or a banjo? A violin? A flute or a clarinet? A
trumpet or a trombone? ANY easily transportable instrument would be GREATLY appreciated and
put to good use! (But please, no accordions) Your donation will also be tax deductible.

THANK YOU!
Garry Zodda (pictured left) generously donated his CLARINET.
FLUTE donated by Barbara Fite
GUITAR donated by Maureen Fitzgerald and Frank DeBernardi
Instruments graciously received by Mica Dugan, music teacher at Gold River School
(Pictured in circle)
And MANY thanks to Nicholson’s for the repairs and tune-ups!

***********************************************************

GET TO KNOW OUR BOARD MEMBERS

KATHY CUNNINGHAM
Newsletter
Special Projects

A longtime lover of the arts, I have volunteered for various theater companies over the years.
Perhaps you have seen me locally at the Sacramento Theatre Company, the B Street Theatre, or
working as an usher at the Harris Center. I was one of the first volunteers at the Harris Center and
helped develop the front of house volunteer program before the theater even opened. I served as
one of the two original house managers. I met Dianne and Craig Burnett at that time and had a
glimpse of what the Folsom Lake Community Concert Association did. They asked my late
husband and me to join them in Nashville one year to help select artists for the upcoming season.
The timing wasn’t right, but a few years later, I contacted them and asked if joining the board was
still an option.
I attended my first meeting as an observer, liked the people involved in the organization, and after
an orientation, I joined the board in 2016. I truly enjoy what FCA does for individuals and for the
community. We are a cohesive group and always try to maintain a spirit of cooperation and our
goal to serve the community. At first, I worked as part of the outreach team, but found it was
difficult to meet the commitment required, so I began taking on special projects instead. I worked
with a web designer to re-design our website and make it more user friendly. I helped plan the 25th
anniversary gala (which was put on hold due to COVID). I help with the Facebook updates and
serve on the artist selection committee. Now, however, my primary focus is putting together the
newsletter and getting it out to all of you.
Traveling is my passion. I have been fortunate to visit 46 countries so far and will continue to see
more of the world as long as my health holds out. It’s genetic. My parents were always on the go,
and my son and grandkids are following in our footsteps. My son has been to 50 countries, and
the grandkids have each been to over 30 countries!
I’m also a night owl, so in the past, I chose to attend the evening FCA performances, rather than
those in the afternoons. As a result, I haven’t had the opportunity to meet all of you. I am hoping

our new season will be different. I will be at the 2 PM concerts and look forward to getting to know
you. Please feel free to introduce yourselves before or after the show, or during intermission!

************************************************************

PATRICE GAUJOHNSON
Sponsorship Assistant
Artist Selection
Committee

I moved to Folsom thirty years ago. The community inspires me to be an active participant. There are
so many opportunities! My early volunteer years were focused on my children’s activities, being
involved in their schools, and various charitable organizations.
When Three Stages (Harris Center) opened in 2011, I knew this was the opportunity for me. I spent
many years volunteering as an usher and always sought out the shows that the Folsom Concert
Association (FCA) brought to the community. I was impressed with the quality and variety of the
shows. The number of season subscribers is a true testament to the organization.
Budget cuts have limited schools’ opportunities to bring performances to their students. FCA fills a
need and can ensure that performing arts to remain an important piece of education. I have been
personally involved in the outreach program. A musician friend of mine was an active outreach
performer, and I became a part of the program by accompanying him on keyboard at the schools.
I became a board member in March of 2020. I wanted to continue being a volunteer in a role that
would allow me to bring my skills and abilities to further the mission of the FCA. My role as a
sponsorship assistant is evolving as I learn the inner workings of the board. Shortly after I joined the
board, the pandemic shutdown occurred. We have been in a holding pattern eagerly awaiting
guidance how we can resume serving our community and the performing arts.

************************************************************

************************************************************

AN INTERVIEW WITH “THE CARPENTERS”
Craig Burnett and Kathy Cunningham recently interviewed, via zoom, the most delightful couple, Sally
Olson and Ned Mills and their nine-month-old chihuahua named Lola. The FCA is planning on
bringing their amazing show to you in the near future. Sally and Ned told us that they are the only
Carpenter Tribute show to perform the entire concert in character as Karen and Richard Carpenters.
The hairstyles and the costumes are perfect replicas of what the Carpenters wore in the 1970’s.
Their concert is based on the Carpenters’ 1976 concert tour in the United Kingdom. Not only will they
sing the familiar favorites, but they will bring other Carpenter talents to the stage. Did you know that
the A in A&M record label (This was the record label with which the Carpenters contracted) stood for
Herb Alpert? Expect to hear his music. And did you know that Karen played the drums? Expect to see
that, too. And how about Spike Lee? Richard Carpenter was a great fan and incorporated his antics
into their shows. You will see that, as well!
Q: How long have you been performing as the Carpenters?
Sally: I have been performing for more than six years, though the show has changed from a solo
Cabaret style performance to a full tribute with videos and additional talents portrayed.
Q: How did you choose Karen Carpenter vs. another female songstress?
Sally: I went to high school in the ‘90’s but never identified with the music or clothing of that time. I
was a fan of the 60’s and 70’s. I dressed in vintage clothing and listened to music of that genre.
I was studying music and realized my vocal range and quality was most like that of Karen Carpenter,
so I did a show featuring her songs. That one time was all I needed.
Q: How did the two of you meet?
Sally: In April of 2017, I was doing a show in the Triad Theater is New York City. There was a man in
the audience who told me after the show that he was a huge fan of the Carpenters, and that he would
be in touch with me regarding future shows. A few months later, he contacted me and encouraged
me to come to Las Vegas. He and a friend named Pam lined up various pianists to accompany me
while I played in venues around the city. My first gig was in 2018 with Ned, and that was it. He was
the only one I used from then on. I realized he was the perfect fit for the role of Richard, Karen’s
brother.
Ned’s and my relationship blossomed, and despite my intent to divide my time between the East
Coast and Las Vegas, I found myself making the move west (Yes, he offered to drive) so we could be
together.
Although we are a “couple” in real life, we keep our stage persona the same as Karen and Richard
Carpenter. As “brother and sister”, we hold hands, bow to the audience, and use the same body
language as the Carpenters did to keep the show authentic.
Q: Can you share an embarrassing performance experience?
Ned: (laughing) There are several that come to mind!

I’ve tried to keep the show authentic in every way, including the use of reel-to-reel technology for the
orchestra that Richard embraced and used during the original Carpenters’ shows. One time, a
technician bumped into it and smashed it in the middle of a performance. When I looked back, I saw
Sally, cranking it by hand, to keep it going. Of course, it stopped when she stepped on stage to
perform!
Another time, there was a friend of mine sitting in the second row during a show, and he kept flashing
his phone at me. I finally figured out that he was trying to tell me my pants were not zipped in front!
THAT was pretty embarrassing!
Q: Are there any moments you remember that were particularly moving or emotional for you?
Sally: We try to meet with the audience after our shows, and every time we do, we hear comments
such as: “That was my mother’s favorite song. She’s gone now, and every time I hear it, I think of
her;” “We played that song at our wedding;” “You made me cry when you sang. Brought back so
many memories;” etc. It gets me every time.
Ned: We know the Carpenters’ music causes an emotional reaction, brings back memories of first
dates, of past loves, and of happy or sad events in peoples’ lives. It makes us emotional too, to know
that we have touched the audience this way. We never get tired of being reminded how special their
music was.

************************************************************

MORE Q & A
AKA “DAD JOKES”
Q. Why did the tortilla chip start dancing?
A. Because they put on the salsa.
Q. Why did the fish make such a good musician?
A. He knew his scales.
Q. How do you make a bandstand?
A. You take away their chairs!
Q. Why did the grandma sit in the rocking chair with her roller blades on?
A. Because she wanted to rock and roll.
Q. Why did the chicken join the band?
A. Because he had the drumsticks!

